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Welcome to our celebration
of Next Door Superheroes!

In our 2025 Report to the Community, we invite
you to reflect on an extraordinary year at

Next Door — one defined by resilience,
partnership, and the remarkable potential of the
children we serve. Every day, we are reminded
that the true heroes of our story are our children,
each building the foundation to shape their own
bright and boundless future.

Yet, no hero's journey is taken alone. Surrounding
each child is a powerful network of families,
teachers, home visitors, student support team
members, community partners, donors, and
volunteers — each playing a vital role in helping
our children learn, thrive, and grow. Together,

we are creating strong starts in life and opening
doors to opportunities that will last a lifetime.

This past year brought significant challenges for
early childhood providers nationwide, including
disruptions and delays in federal funding and
administrative support. In the face of these
obstacles, our community rose to the occasion.
Your generosity, advocacy, and unwavering
commitment ensured that our work continued
without interruption. For that, we are

deeply gratetul.

Because of you, we achieved powerful outcomes
during the 2024-2025 school year. Within
these pages, you will see the impact of what
happens when a community comes together with
purpose: children thriving, families empowered,
and futures forever shaped.

The stories our families and children are writing
reflect their strength, resilience, power, and hope
— and it is far from finished. With your continued
support and investment in our city's smallest
heroes, there is no limit to what they will achieve
— for themselves, their families and communities,
and the awesome City of Milwaukee!

With gratitude,
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Heather Mehring Grams
Next Door President
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Our Superhero Outcomes
Student Performance

Next Door students show growth every year ~ We recognize that children learn on a

with resilience and great pride. It is exciting continuum, and we work to ensure each one

to watch up closel of our little learners make continuous gains
toward individualized educational goals.

Our students experienced growth across all areas
assessed during the 2024-2025 school year -

with the largest improvement evident in literacy.

By year’s end, of our students:

* At our centers, 93%

mastered literacy
(up from 77% at the start
of the school year)

* At our partnership sites,

Q7% mastered literacy
(up from 77% at the start
of the school year)

Physical
Development _«

* [n our home visitation

program, 50% met the most
advanced developmental
stages in a combined literacy
and language category

(up from 35% at the start

of the school year)

Student Supportive Services

In order to deliver on our core mission of providing
the best early childhood education for children, we
integrate various early intervention services into our
programming. This empowers our students to gain
the support they need to thrive in their early learning
experiences at Next Door.

Over the 2024-2025 school year, our robust Student
Support Services team provided critical resources in
speech and language therapy, occupational therapy,
special education instruction, mental health support,
and social-emotional regulation for any child in need
of services.

One hundred percent of the 1,257 children served
received access to important early childhood health
screenings, including hearing, vision, lead, and
dental care.

To help fuel strong bodies for our superheroes, our
creative nutrition team prepared healthy meals and

snacks daily, and delivered hands-on experiences
for children to cook, grow, and sample healthy foods
through our Kids Kitchen.

Next Door is committed to ensuring that we provide
or connect families with necessary resources to
support the needs of all children in our care.

o 144 children received services for special
education plans

. 291 children were tested for lead

o 800 children received vision screenings

o 8,505 Ibs. of produce incorporated

in meals/snacks

*Data from 2024-2025 school year

Our center-based
superheroes soared in
learning at

2

campuses: 29th Street
and Capitol Drive.




Our Superhero Outcomes
Family Satisfaction

Data captured in 2025 showed our
families value Next Door as a safe and
enriching environment for their children
to learn and develop the foundational
skills they need for school. Below is a
sampling of survey data collected in our
2025 Community Needs Assessment
report.

Of our families surveyed:

e 95% feel Next Door

gives their child a safe
place to learn.

» 93% teel Next Door
is helping their child get
ready for school.

e Q2% feel school

communication is easy
to understand.

From the first day of school to K4 graduation,
our parents are there to partner with

Next Door in teaching their little ones,
celebrating their milestones, and having fun
learning together.

Our families demonstrated impressive learning
engagement at home, logging a total of
47437 hours in at-home learning for the
2024-2025 school year. Our superheroes
learned and played at home through
interactive activities from teachers, reading
challenges, and building healthy habits with
their families.

Family Engagement

Our home-based
superheroes soared in
learning at their homes and
at Next Door family events
through Wisconsin’s
largest home
visitation program.




Check out their stats!

Meet some of our amazing Student Superheroes!

Nova Lynn

Age

Learning Locale
Next Door’s 29th Street campus
Favorite Book

Our Beautiful Colors

Superpowers

Self-expression
Good friend

Tristan

Learning Locale
YMCA Northside (partnership site)
Favorite Book
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?
Superpowers

Book worm

Loving personality

Learning Locale
Next Door's Capitol Dr. Campus
Favorite Book

Boys Like Me

Superpowers

Mouhamad .
Age | |
Learning Locale

Favorite Book
Poke-A-Dot! An Alphabet Eye Spy
Superpowers ’
Resi“ence -3 S T Our superheroes at
L= our partnership sites
. soared in learning at

! Neigh ou childrer's St Joseph
Attendance at family events et i oo 1

Earty Learring Canter

- MALAIKA"
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Check out their stats!

Meet part of our Superhero Critical Training Team!

Team Role

Tenure

21years at Next Door

Favorite Childhood Book

Green Eggs and Ham

Superpowers

Builds strong student relationships

Compassionate Mentor for staff

Earned Associate’s degree in 2025!

Team Role

| Family Advocate i
2.5 years at Next Door
Favorite Childhood Book

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs

Superpowers

Calming presence for families

Flexibility to meet families’ needs
| Passion for positive impact I

Team Role

Parent Educator

Tenure

Q years at Next Door

Favorite Childhood Book

Superpowers

Team Role

Human Resources Director

Tenure

20 years at Next Door

Favorite Childhood Book
Superpowers
Always looking out for staff
Strong connector to resources

Loves to have fun and boost morale

staff helped our
superheroes soar
in learning!




Meet some of our amazing
Parent Superheroes!

Literacy

SuperheroesNafeshia and

Brittanv and Lendraia “When offered the opportunity to go to
y Washington, D.C., | was a bit nervous. Sha bazz

Next Door Parent Leaders However, | feel so lucky to have been a part

of sornething 50 aTazing. Overall, the trip It has become a ritual most every Thursday at
Lendraia Hughlett and Brittany Gowie, waslife changing. Next Door for Nafeshia and her son, Shabazz
leaders of Next Door's Parent Policy = Lendraia Hughlett — a stop at our Community Library that is part

Council, traveled to Washington DC., ) of Next Door’s Books for Kids program.
in February 2025 with Next Door senior The information | learned boosted me to

leadership team members. speak more. We should know the power of They come and select free books to expand
our voices so we can represent the kids that their home library and enjoy more time at
They attended a conference that helped we are fighting for” home reading together.
prepare them for meetings with federal - Brittany Gowie
legislators to advocate for Head Start early . ' “I do consider it quality time that we have
childhood education programs, like g;g::iiﬁ;v:féwﬁnﬁgjzg gﬁgl{:ﬁy Gowie, together, especially with him being able to Fueling literacy powers with

l(\I:eXt Door. They r&et Wlt[b/lwwconzm i and Donna Morris, Next Door's Director of Family select books on his own and really gravitating
ongresswoman iywen irloore an s’Fa oM  Fngagement and Enrollment toward things that he's learning about and
Wisconsin Senator Ron Johnson'’s office. exploring in the world,” Nafehsia said. -

“Books for Kids is definitely a great resource books distributed
for us and something we are very thankful for.” through Books for Kids




Superhero Generosity
Next Door Donors

We are gratetul for the generous financial contributions of our donors, including individuals,
families, community foundations, and corporations. Your gifts supported our high-quality early
childhood education programming, family support services, and workforce development
initiatives. Here we recognize all new gifts and pledge installments made between

January 1and December 31,2025.

$250,000+

Buffett Early Childhood
Fund

United Way of Greater

Milwaukee and Waukesha
County

William Stark Jones
Foundation

$100,000 - $249999

Brady Corporation
Foundation

Herb Kohl Philanthropies

Red Nose Day Fund at
Comic Relief US

$75,000- $99999
Northwestern Mutual
Foundation

$50,000 - $74999

Herzfeld Foundation

$25,000-$49999

Joan and Fred Brengel
Family Foundation

Foley Family Foundation

Four-Four Foundation

Greater Milwaukee
Foundation
Barbara K. Mackenzie

Fund

Mary and Ted Kellner

Lynn Nicholas

PNC Foundation

PwC Charitable Foundation,
Inc.

Paul and Kathleen Roller

Anna and Richard Teerlink

Walbec Group

We Energies Foundation

William T Peche "Building
Brighter Futures"
Charitable Fund

Windhover Foundation, Inc.

$10,000 - $24999

A Friend of Next Door

Lisa Berman

John and Sharon Bremer

Brewers Community
Foundation, Inc.

Greater Milwaukee
Foundation
Bendel Family Fund
Catherine and Walter

Lindsay Foundation Fund
John C. and Harriett
Cleaver Fund

Kathy's Parenting Fund

Hepburn "Bootstrap”
Foundation

Jane Bradley Pettit
Foundation

Kathy and lan Lambert

Matthew and Brenda
Levatich

Phoebe R. and John D.
Lewis Foundation

Catherine Mayer

Molly Mulroy

Marian and Bill Nasgovitz

Ann Pieper Eisenbrown

Molly and Michael Shapiro
Family Foundation

Bert L. and Patricia S.
Steigleder Charitable Trust

The ROS Foundation

Travelers

U.S. Bank Foundation

Nancy M. and Douglas M.

Yeager Family Foundation

$5,000-$9999

Kay and Fred Austermann

Lynn and Charles Barney

Lynn Bechthold Barney - DAF

Donald and Donna
Baumgartner

BMO Bank, NA

Steven and Melanie Booth

Ginny Bowen

Sigrid Dynek

Claire Fritsche

Greater Milwaukee
Foundation
Hope H. Anderson Fund
Lawlis Family Fund
Mainman Family Fund

William N. and Janice V.
Godfrey Family
Foundation Trust

Harris Family Philanthropic
Foundation

Scott & Kathryn Happ
Foundation

Peter Hitler

Charles D. Jacobus Family
Foundation

Jacqueline and Gregory
Johnson

Cathy Kinney

Heather Mehring Grams

Dr. Edwin Montgomery

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin P.
O'Neill

Rexnord Foundation

David Pritchard and
Kathleen Rogers

Wilson H Schindle Estate

WEC Energy Group

Jack and Hester Werner

James and Yvonne Ziemer

Zurn Foundation

$2,500-$4999
Meg Brzyski Nelson
Joanne Danforth and
Stewart Edwards
Susan and Thomas Doyle
Erie Insurance
Executive Women
International
Robert Ferriday and Barbara
McMath
Heiner and Barbara Giese
Greater Milwaukee
Foundation
Chris M. Bauer Fund
Doris |.Earnhardt Fund
Jewish Community
Foundation
Eileen & Howard Dubner
Donor Advised Fund
Joan Aker
Johnson Controls Foundation
Jason and Dawn Koenitzer
James and Camilla Levin
Ernest and Sally Micek
Family Foundation
Christine Radiske and
Herbert Quigley
Drs. David Shapiro
and Jane Hawes
Terri and Neil Siegel
Florence Steinberger
United Methodist Church
of Whitefish Bay
Vertex Inc
John and Lisa Wilson
Linda Yeager and John
Florsheim
Zurn Elkay Water Solutions

$1,000-$2,499
A Friend of Next Door
A Friend of Next Door
Thomas and Diane Arenberg
Atkinson/Ells Charitable
Foundation
John Barrett
John and Maija Bentley
Joan and Peter Bruce
Catholic Memorial
High School
Ann Colony
Mary and James Conlon
Halli and Mark Czarnecki
Mark Drow
Kevin Duvalle and
Frederick Lueneburg
Carole and Adam Glass
Steven Gorzek
Mark and Holly Filmanowicz
Claudia Francis and
Thomas Jensen
Steven Gorzek
Greater Milwaukee
Foundation
Asher and Susan Nichols
Family Fund
Bechthold Family Fund
Journal Foundation Thomas
and Yvonne McCollow
Fund
Randall Family Fund
Sterner Family Fund
Bessie A. and Harold M.
Stratton Fund
Greater Milwaukee
Association of Realtors
Youth Foundation

Ann and Jon Hammes

Judy Hauser

Jewish Community
Foundation - Anne &
Stephen Kravit Donor
Advised Fund

Benjamin and Eileen Kelly

Donald and Erica Kieffer

Jason and Terri Klein

Marja and Jeff Koenitzer

Mary Ann and Charles
LaBahn

Lori Langholz

Katherine Luck

M3 Insurance Solutions, Inc

Machinists Local 1377

Judith and Paul McGhee

Diane McGinn

The Mehring Family
Foundation

Marilou and Peter Melcher

George Moore

North Shore Bank -
Brookfield Square

Gregory and Rhonda
Oberland

Janet Perrie

Bruce and Mary Ellen
Pindyck

Larry and Jeanne Prochnow

Ruth M. Ritter

The Nicholas R. Rizzi
Foundation

Donald and Marsha Roecker

Gayle Rosemann and Paul
McElwee

Mason and Julie Ross

Dan and Mary Schroeder

Thomas and Iphigenia Smith
Timothy and Nancy Speaker
Randal Sprecher

A.J. Star

Studio Gear

Townsend Foundation
Robert and Ellen Venable
John Weirschem

Ann and George Whyte

Dr. James and Gracia Willis

$500-3$999

Accenture

Sally Baumgartner

Thomas and Elissa Bolger

Boswell Book Company

Walter and Aleta Chossek

Clearwater Camp

Judith Croak

Cristina and Jeff Crogan

James, Marygrace, and
Gigi Darby

Fred and Rosanna DeBoe

Carl and Karen Engelhardt

Nancy File and James Beer

The Feinstein Family
Charitable Gift Fund

Five Star Educational
Training Center

Greater Milwaukee
Foundation
Golden Charitable Fund
Cottrell/Jacobs and
Housiaux Family Fund
Susan D. Mischler Fund

Dr. Susan E. Gruber

Ellen Guiseppi

Nick Heger

Jodi Houlberg

Bradley Jansen

Robert and Sarah Jansen

Kristine Jensen

Powers Kreilein Family
Donor Fund

Gerhard and Virginia
Kohlmann

John and Christine Kosma

Paul and Linda Maly

Mathnasium of Whitefish Bay

George Mayer

Bill and Stacy M. McKearn

Terry and Mary Murphy

Erin Murray Butler and
Thomas Butler

Daniel Rafter

Lynn M. Rix

Rohita Shah

Anjali Sharma

Catherine Shaw and
Robert Storm

Elisabeth Shock

Barbara Stein

Elizabeth Thuli

Lynn Tolcott

Beverly Wenzel

Joseph and Ann Wenzler

William and Gwendolyn
Werner

Robert and Lana Wiese

Elaine Willis

Wisconsin Department
of Corrections

Nancy Yitre

30+

community partners

added fuel
to our impact

A




Superhero Dedication
Next Door Volunteers

Thank you, Richard

Richard "Rich" Teerlink championed for
Next Door in many special ways.

As CEO of Harley-Davidson Motor Company,
Rich launched the company’s long-time
support of Next Door. He was a Next Door
board member and generous philanthropist
with his wife, Ann.

Today, the Teerlink's daughter and one of
their grandchildren volunteer, continuing the
family's legacy of service. We are grateful for
the generational support and for the beautiful
tribute gifts to Next Door following Rich's

passing in April 2025.

Thank you, Roger

Roger Schroeder dedicated more than
40 years of service and philanthropy to
Next Door.

Roger served on our board and committees,
providing expertise as an accountant.

He volunteered for Read with Me, and with his
family, supported our holiday gitft drive.

We extend our gratitude to his family for
designating Next Door as a place to give
memorial gifts in Roger's honor after he passed
in September 2025. We will fondly remember
this gesture and Roger's loyalty.

Thank you, lan

With his wife, Kathryn, lan Lambert generously
supported Next Door for 20 years. We are
grateful to his family who selected Next Door
as a place to make memorial gifts in lan's honor
after his passing in April 2025. We celebrate
lan’s life and legacy of philanthropy.

volunteers helped
expand our
. /7 .
children’s learning




Superhero expertise & support
Next Door’s Board of Directors

Next Door Financials
Fiscal Year 2025

Molly Mulroy, Chair
WEC Energy Group

Bradley Jansen, CPA, CFE, Ex Officio Board Chair @

PricewaterhouseCoopers

Wendy Schueller, Vice Chair
Robert W. Baird & Co., Incorporated

2024-2025

Operating Revenue

Dan Sisel, Treasurer
Marquee Capital

Mark Filmanowicz, Secretary
The Walbec Group

Heather Mehring Grams
President, Next Door

Year Ended June 30,2025

Operating Revenues Amount Percentage
Federal & State $19,872146 81%
Private Contributions $2,501017 10%
Other $482,501 2%
In-Kind Goods & Services $1,655,769 7%
Total Revenues $24,511433 100%

2024-2025

Jeb Bentley
Northwestern Mutual

Stephen Chitwood
BMO

Lendraia Hughlett
Head Start Parent Representative

JasonKlein
BMO Commercial Bank Southeast Wisconsin

Kyongboon Kwon, Ph.D.

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Dessie Levy, Ph.D.,RN, APNP

Community Advocate

Operating Expenses

Year Ended June 30,2025

Operating Expenses Amount Percentage
Personnel $11,252163 46%
Fringe Benefits $3,073,01 13%
Travel & Training $308951 1%
Occupancy $1,763,421 7%
Equipment & Supplies  $674,730 3%
Contractual $3,593,797 15%
Support Services $780,359 3%
Depreciation $762,807 3%
Interest $253943 1%
In-Kind Goods & Services $1,655,769 7%
Other $92169 0%
Total Expenditures $24,211,120 100%

Judge Derek Mosley
Marquette University Law School

Meg Brzyski Nelson
Children’s Wisconsin

Rachel Nelson, CPA

Pricewaterhouse Coopers

Dr. Brilliant Nimmer
Children’s Wisconsin/Children’s Medical Group

Elaye Okunseri
DentaMed

Amy Rislov
Network Health

Sean Scullen
Quarles & Brady

Our Nutrition team fueled
our superheroes with

197,412
A 7( "( j( i meals.
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Scan the QR code or visit:

NextDoorMKE.org/support-next-door O ur S u p er h €eroes

fIoICKn] < | % thank you *
2545N.29th St. » Milwaukee, W1 53210 for your support!

414.562.2929 » NextDoorMKE.org



